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Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  1918. 

Census. 

The  figures  adopted  are  those  supplied  from  the  General 
Register  Office  and  are  for  calculating  the  birth-rate  6903,  and  for 
the  death  rate  6161,  a difference  of  742  being  the  number  of  those 
who  are  more  or  less  under  army  regulations.  The  whole  of  the 
report  deals  with  civilians  only. 

Birth  Rate. 

One  hundred  and  five  births — 51  males  and  54  females — were 
registered.  This  gives  a birth  rate  of  15-21  per  1000  of  population. 
Seven  of  these  were  illegitimate,  being  6*6  per  cent,  of  the  total 
number. 

All  births  are  notifiable  but  only  98  out  of  the  105  were 
notified.  Although  the  proportion  is  better  than  last  year  there  is 
no  reason  why  the  two  should  not  coincide.  The  object  of  notifi- 
cation is  that  the  Infant  and  Child  Welfare  Acts  may  be  efficiently 
carried  out. 

Death  Rate. 

Eighty-eight  deaths  were  registered  in  the  district  under  the 
care  of  your  Council,  making  a death  rate  of  14-28  per  1000  of 
population,  To  the  88  deaths  registered  37  more  must  be  added  of 
persons  belonging  to  the  district  but  whose  deaths  were  registered  in 
another.  Substracting  7 deaths  of  persons — 5 soldiers  and  2 civilians — 
belonging  to  another  district  but  registered  in  your  district  gives  a 
total  of  118  deaths,  making  a corrected  death  rate  of  19-15  per  1000 
of  population. 

Nine  of  the  deaths  were  not  certified. 

As  last  year,  the  death  rate  exceeds  the  birth  rate  and  is  higher 
than  the  average  given  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales,  which 
is  17*6. 
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The  different  Institutions  which  affect  the  death  rate  are : — 

The  Huntingdon  County  Hospital. 

The  Workhouse. 

The  Three  Counties  Asylum. 

Addenbrookes  Hospital,  Cambridge. 

r C t 

Peterborough  Infirmary. 

Infant  Death  Rate. 

Eleven  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  of  age  make  an 
Infant  death  rate  of  104’76  per  1000  births,  or  9*32  per  cent,  of  the 
total  number  of  deaths.  Of  the  eleven  deaths  two  occurred  in 
children  prematurely  born,  two  from  congenital  defects,  five  from 
respiratory  disease  and  one  each  from  tuberculous  disease. 

Zymotic  Death  Rate. 

Nil. 

Prevalence  of  Disease. 

Small  Pox. 

Fortunately  there  were  no  cases.  I received  notification  of 
one  contact  but  he  did  not  contract  the  disease.  There  are  a con- 
siderable number  of  conscientious  objectors  to  vaccination  who  have 
less  trouble  in  obtaining  the  necessary  exemption  certificate  and  are 
more  leniently  dealt  with  than  in  persons  acting  in  another  sphere  of 
of  life.  The  returns  issued  weekly  to  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health 
show  that  the  disease  keeps  cropping  up  in  different  districts  and 
owing  to  the  demobilization  of  troops  it  behoves  your  authority  to 
be  alert.  It  would  be  advisable  if  use  could  be  made  of  the  Borough 
Small  Pox  Hospital  which  stands  in  your  District. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

There  were  only  two  cases  notified,  one  occurring  in  Hartford 
and  the  other  in  Spaldwick,  and  which  probably  was  misnamed,  the 
evidence  was  in  favour  of  its  being  a case  of  measles.  I was  unable 
to  trace  the  source  of  the  case  at  Hartford. 
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Measles  and  German  Measles. 

One  hundred  and  four  cases  were  notified,  occurring  as 
follows  : — 


Alconbury  ... 
Alconbury  Weston 
Brampton  ... 
Hamerton  ... 
Hartford 
Leighton 
Great  Baveley 
Sawtry 

Steeple  Gidding 
Upton 


22  cases  in  12  houses. 
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Without  doubt  this  is  chiefly  spread  by  school  attendance. 
Practically  school  closure  rests  with  the  Education  Authority,  and  the 
schools  are  not  closed  until  the  attendance  is  affected  by  the  number 
of  absent  children,  and  consequently  too  late  to  be  of  use  in  preventing 
the  disease  spreading  as  Measles  is  infective  in  its  earliest  stages. 


Whooping  Cough. 

The  Abbotts  Bipton  and  Buckworth  Schools  were  closed  on 
account  of  this  disease  but  it  does  not  appear  to  have  been  prevalent 
throughout  the  district. 

Diphtheria. 

Two  cases  were  reported,  one  at  Abbotts  Bipton  and  one  at 
Great  Stukeley.  The  case  at  Abbots  Bipton  occurred  in  a visitor 
who  contracted  the  disease  before  coming  to  the  district.  I was 
unable  to  trace  the  source  of  infection  in  the  case  at  Great  Stukeley. 
Antitoxin  was  used  in  both  cases  and  there  was  no  further  spread  of 
the  disease.  Neither  case  attended  school. 


Erysipelas. 

There  was  only  one  case  notified,  which  needs  no  comment. 

Influenza. 

This  disease  has  practically  been  through  the  whole  district. 
The  first  death  occurred  as  early  as  June,  but  the  disease 
became  epidemic  in  July  onwards,  being  most  severe  in  November 
and  December  and  carried  on  in  to  the  present  year. 
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The  schools  were  closed  at  Alconbury,  Brampton,  Ellington, 
Leighton,  Great  Baveley,  Sawtry,  Spaldwick,  Upton  and  Woodwalton 
in  consequence. 

It  was  the  cause  of  twenty  deaths  but  as  two  of  these 
occurred  in  soldiers  it  reduces  it  to  18  for  the  civil  population  or 
15-25  per  cent,  of  the  total  number  of  deaths.  It  is  quite  impossible 
to  give  the  case  fatality  but  it  undoubtedly  accounts  for  the  high 
death  rate  which  is  higher  than  that  given  for  the  whole  of  England 
and  Wales,  which  is  17*6  as  previously  mentioned. 

T uber  culosis. 

There  were  nine  deaths  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  (phthisis), 
one  from  tubercular  meningitis  and  two  from  other  tuberculous 
diseases. 

Cancer. 

Twelve  deaths  were  registered  in  the  district  but  one  has  to 
be  deducted  as  it  occurred  in  a person  belonging  to  another. 

The  eleven  remaining  were  distributed  as  follows 


Parish. 

Sex. 

Age. 

Alconbury 

F. 

49 

Brampton 

2 F. 

75.  57. 

Conington 

F. 

78. 

Ellington 

F. 

79. 

Hartford 

M. 

70. 

Great  Baveley 

M. 

75. 

Sawtry  

M.  F. 

63.  61. 

Upwood 

M. 

70. 

Woodwalton  ... 

1 

M. 

58. 
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Heart  Disease. 

There  were  twelve  deaths  registered  under  this  heading. 
Contrary  to  former  years  only  three  occurred  in  persons  of  70  years 
or  upwards. 

Respiratory  Diseases. 

There  were  six  deaths  from  bronchitis  and  six  from  pneumonia, 
the  latter  might  be  increased  in  number  but  I have  placed  such  deaths 
under  the  heading  of  influenza  which  was  the  primary  cause.  Four 
of  the  deaths  from  bronchitis  occurred  in  persons  of  70  years  of  age 
and  over  : the  remaining  two  were  in  infants. 

Water  Supply. 

A table,  page  9,  prepared  by  your  Inspector,  shews  how 
each  parish  is  supplied  with  water. 

It  is  practically  the  same  as  in  previous  years  as  no  new  work 
has  been  done. 

The  supply  to  the  parish  of  Little  Raveley  is  still  very 
unsatisfactory,  it  has  been  mentioned  in  previous  reports  but  little  or 
nothing  has  been  done. 


Drainage. 

No  new  work  has  been  undertaken.  All  drains  have  been 
cleansed  when  necessary  and  on  the  whole  have  been  satisfactory. 

Brampton — West  End — is  not  connected  with  the  scheme 
for  the  rest  of  the  village  and  will  eventually  have  to  be  dealt  with. 

Upwood — has  had  some  repairs.  The  whole  scheme  is  made 
with  pipes  of  different  character  and  will  sometime  have  to  be  dealt 
with  as  a whole.  The  same  remarks  apply  also  to  a portion  of  the 
drains  in  Spaldwick  parish. 
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I would  again  point  out  the  condition  of  the  brook  in  the 
parish  of  Alconbury  Weston.  Although  the  part  in  the  village  has 
had  some  work  done  on  it  which  it  was  impossible  to  finish,  it  still 
remains  in  an  unsatisfactory  condition.  The  outfall  from  the  bridge 
to  where  it  joins  the  next  parish  is  the  chief  cause  of  the  nuisance 
and  should  be  properly  cleansed.  This  would  greatly  lessen  the 
trouble  of  the  oft  recurring  floods  and  prevent  the  silting  of  the  part 
in  the  village. 

Alconbury  would  then  in  self  defence  be  compelled  to  do  the 
same  for  its  own  relief. 

Bakehouses,  Slaughter  Houses  and  Dairies. 

Bakehouses. — The  number  on  the  register  is  thirteen. 

All  were  found  on  inspection  in  a satisfactory  condition. 

Slaughter  Houses. — These  are  nine  in  number  and  are  all 
private.  All  on  inspection  were  found  in  a clean  condition. 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies. — The  number  of  milk  sellers  is  40 
and  all  are  registered. 

Housing  and  Town  Planning  Acts. 

No  new  houses  have  been  built.  Nine  hundred  and  four  were 
visited  by  the  Designated  Officer  but  only  six  were  repaired  under 
the  sec.  15.  Sec.  17  has  been  practically  in  abeyance.  The  work  of 
repairing  houses  has  been  most  difficult  to  carry  out  owing  to  shortage 
of  skilled  labour. 

The  Committee  appointed  for  the  above  Acts  was  revised  in 
the  latter  part  of  the  year  and  have  started  with  energy  to  grapple 
with  the  great  shortage  of  houses.  It  is  proposed  to  build  some  135 
which  will  materially  lessen  the  need.  Many  of  the  present  houses 
may  be  made  more  habitable  by  turning  two  into  one  and  this  is  a 
work  that  will  probably  suggest  itself  to  private  enterprise.  Owners 
of  some  cottages  will  be  forced  to  do  this  to  let  their  houses  or  they 
will  be  left  vacant  as  time  will  soon  make  them  uninhabitable. 
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The  accompanying  table  prepared  by  your  Inspector  shows 
the  work  that  has  been  done  during  the  year. 

I have  made  with  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances  a house-to-house 
visitation  of  the  district.  Absolutely  necessary  work  has  alone  been 
done  but  it  is  hoped  that  next  year  greater  activity  should  be  more 
evident. 


I remain,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant. 

LANCELOT  NEWTON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the 

Huntingdon  Bural  District  Council. 

Alconbury  Hill, 

April  24th,  1919. 
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Alconbury  Weston, 

Huntingdon, 

April  16th , 1919. 


Abbots  Eipton 

Water  Supply,  19  IS. 

Pond 

Sufficient. 

Alconbury  . . . 

...  2 public  pumps 

y y 

Alconbury  Weston 

...  2 „ 

yy 

Brampton  ... 

All  private  wells 

y y 

Buckworth  ... 

3 public  wells 

Abundant. 

Barham 

1 pond 

Sufficient. 

Easton 

1 public  pump 

Ample. 

Ellington 

...  3 „ 

Sufficient. 

Leighton 

...  3 „ 

yy 

Spaldwick  ... 

...  2 „ 

Ample. 

W oolley 

...  1 „ 

Sufficient. 

Hamerton  ... 

1 pump,  1 pond 

y y 

Steeple  Gidding 

1 pond 

y y 

Sawtry 

1 public  reservoir  ... 

y y 

Woodwalton 

2 public  pumps 

y y 

Bonington  ... 

1 public  pond 

y y 

Upwood 

2 public  pumps 

yy 

Great  Raveley 

...  1 „ 

y y 

Coppingford 

...  1 „ 

yy 

Little  Raveley 

...  1 „ 

Inadequate 

Upton 

...  1 „ 

Sufficient. 

Kings  Ripton 

2 ponds 

yy 

Little  Stukeley 

...  3 public  pumps 

y y 

Great  Stukeley 

...  Private  supplies,  wells 

generally 

yy 

Hartford 

• • • y y y y • • • 

Abundant. 

Wennington 

1 pond 

Sufficient. 
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Alconbury  Weston, 

1919. 


Dear  Sir, 


Herewith  I append  summary  of  work  carried  out 
be  done  during  1918. 

or  caused  to 

1. 

Parishes  inspected 

26 

2. 

Houses  inspected... 

904 

3. 

Houses  re-inspected 

92 

4. 

Earth  Closets  repaired  ... 

8 

5. 

Public  Drains,  &c.,  cleansed,  repaired  or  flushed 

22 

6. 

Private  Drains  repaired  after  notice 

12 

7. 

,,  ,,  without  notice... 

4 

8. 

Public  Pumps  and  Wells  repaired 

7 

9. 

Private  Pumps  repaired  after  notice 

5 

10. 

,,  ,,  without  notice 

2 

11. 

Houses  disinfected  after  infectious  illness 

32 

12. 

Houses  repaired  under  Town  Planning  Act 

6 

13. 

Ashbins  repaired  ... 

3 

14. 

Milksellers  registered 

40 

I am,  Sir, 

Yours  respectfully, 

F.  FORTESCUE, 

Inspector  of  Nuisances . 
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Causes  of  Deaths  in  Huntingdon  Rural  District, 


1918. 


All  Causes  (Civilians  only)  ... 

1.  Enteric  Fever  .. . 

2.  Small  Pox 

3.  Measles 

4.  Scarlet  Fever  ... 

5.  Whooping  Cough 

6.  Diphtheria  and  Croup  ... 

7.  Influenza 

8.  Erysipelas 

9.  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

10.  Tuberculous  Meningitis 

11.  Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

12.  Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 

13.  Rheumatic  Fever 

14.  Meningitis 

15.  Organic  Heart  Diseae  ... 

16.  Bronchitis 

17.  Pneumonia  (all  forms)  ... 

18.  Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

19.  Diarrhoea,  &c.  (under  2 years) 

20.  Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 

21.  Cirrhosis  of  Liver 
21a.  Alcoholism 

22.  Nephritis  and  Bright’s  Disease  ... 

23.  Puerperal  Fever 

24.  Parturition,  apart  from  Puerperal  Fever 

25.  Congenital  Debility,  &c. 

26.  Violence,  apart  from  Suicide 

27.  Suicide 

28.  Other  Defined  Diseases... 

29.  Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

Special  Causes  (included  above). 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 
Poliomyelitis  ... 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age 
Illegitimate 

Total  Births  ... 

Ligitimate 

Illegitimate 

Population  for  Birth  Rate 
for  Death  Rate 


59 

59 

11 

9 

3 

6 

1 

« — 

1 

1 

4 

7 

8 

4 

5 

1 

3 

3 

1 

1 

— 

1 

3 

3 

2 

2 

1 

— 

11 

20 

5 

1 

— 

— 

9 

2 

1 

1 

51 

54 

48 

50 

3 

4 

6903 

6161 


